Guest Editorial: Microwave Photonics W E ARE pleased to provide our readers a special issue on microwave photonics in the JOURNAL OF LIGHT-WAVE TECHNOLOGY (JLT). Microwave photonics is an interdisciplinary field that studies the interaction between light wave and electrical wave for the generation, processing, control and distribution of microwave signals by means of photonics. For the last few years, extensive research activities have been carried out throughout the world and excellent research results have been achieved. This special issue is intended to provide a venue for our researchers to report their latest findings and results in microwave photonics, covering microwave photonic devices, sub-systems, systems, and networks. In particular, recent advances in integrated microwave photonics and microwave photonics techniques for 5G are highlighted.
This special issue has 9 invited articles and 47 contributed articles, with 10 from Americas, 26 from Asia-Pacific and 20 from Europe. The invited articles were selected from the topscored, post-deadline or invited papers presented at the 2017 International Topical Meeting on Microwave Photonics (MWP 2017) held on October 23-26 in Beijing, China. All papers were reviewed with a rigorous selection process with the help and support from our dedicated reviewers. Integrated microwave photonics is the focus of this special issue. As Guest Editors, we would like to take this opportunity to thank our authors for their efforts in preparing and submitting their high-quality papers to this special issue. We would also like to thank our dedicated reviewers for their efforts in evaluating the manuscripts in an expedited and quality manner, to ensure high quality of the articles for the special issue and to meet the tight schedule. We appreciate the support from the Editorin-Chief, Peter Winzer, to offer us the opportunity to publish this special issue in JLT, and the tremendous efforts from the Publication Coordinator, Douglas Hargis, to make it possible to publish this special issue as scheduled.
We hope this special issue will give our readers and researchers up-to-date information about microwave photonics, with new insight in this exciting and fast growing field. 
JIANPING YAO, Guest Editor

